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LIST OF FAMILY JUSTICE QUALITY CIRCLE EVENTS 2017-2026

[bookmark: _Hlk125805164]21.11.2017 	Best Practice- covering the instruction of psychiatrists and psychologists and paying for interpreters and translation led by Martin Downs at Crown Office Row Chambers
22.01.2018 	Best Practice on domestic abuse with Andrea Holtham (CAFCASS), Natasha Watson (Brighton & Hove City Council), Karen Leie (SWIFT) and child sexual abuse/ child sexual exploitation with Joe Dove (SWIFT) and Police Disclosure. Meeting facilitated by Nicola McGeown at County Hall, Lewes.
19.03.2018 	Using Research – Brighthelm Centre led by Nicola McGeown (PSW, ESCC) and organised by Adam Smith (co-chair of the Sussex Family Justice Board) at the Brighthelm Centre. Joined by colleagues from the University of Sussex and Brighton University with feedback from the dialogue with Nuffield FJO. 
22.05.2018 	The Voice of the Child – Hosted by Sophie Carter (West Sussex County Council) at Centenary House, West Worthing
09.07.2018 	Creating a Culture of Respect – Tom Stibbs, Francis King & Andrew Pack (B&HCC)
13.11.2018 	Neglect of Children including the specific issue of “thresholds” and when it is right to remove a child from her/his family for neglect – led by Francis King (B&HCC)
	


14.01.2019 	“26 weeks- the Statutory requirement” with HHJ de Haas at County Hall, Lewes. Conversation led by Adam Smith co-chair of the Sussex Family Justice Board.
27.02.2019 	Contact – held at Brackenbury Primary School, chaired by Gemma Taylor QC with Nicola Bloom (B&HCC) & Dr Macvarish (Kent University) co-author of “Siblings, contact and the law – an overlooked relationship” 
20.03.2019 	Criminal Exploitation and County Lines with James Houghton & Sophie Carter (WSCC)
13.05.2019 	Problem Solving & Children’s Contact – hosted by Resolution (Both West & East Sussex) at the Brighthelm Centre, Brighton –led by Andrea Holtham and Lisa Pauling (Cafcass) and Thomas Brownrigg Goodman Ray). Chaired by Verity Eunson-Hickey (Resolution).
10.07.2019 	Social Media at County Hall in Lewes with Alison Hackett (MASH), Vicki Mann (DAT), Alexa Gaweda (Locality) and Emma Johnson (Looked After Children) (ESCC)
17.09.2019 	Drawing on the experiences of parents – with Parent James and Dr. Jeri L. Damman at the University of Sussex – courtesy of Professor Michelle Lefevre 
20.11.2019 	“Where children present with unexplained, perplexing and non-accidental injuries” Hosted by Sophie Carter (West Sussex County Council) at Hove Town Hall. Led by Dr Jamie Carter who is the Designated Doctor for Safeguarding Children 
14.01.2020         Return to the Culture of Respect Tom Stibbs and Francis King at Brighton Town Hall
10.03.2020         Vulnerable Witnesses. Led by Nicola Lewis from Intermediaries for Justice & Sian Smith (42BR). Organised with Kent & Sussex FLBA at Lewes Town Hall.
17.06.2020 	“Family Justice in a period of deconfinement” Online discussion including Prof Jo Delahunty QC (4PB) and Darren Howe QC (1GC)
06.07.2020 	“Contact in a time of COVID” with Prof Janet Boddy (Sussex University) and Padmini Iyer (Senior Researcher, NatCen Social Research and co-author of a Nuffield FJO research paper on this subject). (Online)
08.09.2020 	Working Together to Address Domestic Abuse (organised in conjunction with East & West Sussex Resolution) Chaired by Thomas Brownrigg (Goodman Ray) with contributions by HHJ Bedford; DJ Suh (District Judge at Maidstone); Cris McCurley (Resolution’s National Domestic Violence Committee); Zimran Samuel (barrister at Doughty Street Chambers); and Francesca Heffer (Worth services). Online
10.11.2020 	Working together to create a trauma informed court led by Dr Kristi Hickle (University of Sussex).
12.01.2021 	“The experience of special guardians” Online & chaired by Nicola McGeown with: special guardians; Ann Horne (F&F team, B&HCC); Lisa Apps (ESCC F&F team); Sarah Flagg (Brighton); David Brooks; Vera Ray; Emily Brash (WSCC); and Beverley Barnett Jones (Nuffield FJO). 
09.03.2021 	Outcomes for adolescents in care - led by Kelly Steele (Court Progression Officer at WSCC) with  Dr Nathalie Huegler (Research Fellow for the Innovate project at the University of Sussex) and chaired by Darlington Ihenacho (PSW, WSCC) (online)
18.05.2021 	Children and Domestic Abuse – led by Sarah Parsons, Principal SW at Cafcass; Thomas Brownrigg (Goodman Ray); HHJ Bedford and Beverley Barnett-Jones (Nuffield FJO) and Katie (who has experienced private law proceedings). Organised by Julie McGuinness (Cafcass). Online
20.07.2021 	“Anti-racist practice in the family justice system” led by Millie Kerr, Lore Riedel (B&HCC) joined by Parent E - online
11.10.2021 	Born into care with Mary Ryan (Nuffield FJO) and a parent, Maddison (online)
01.12.2021	“Contact after adoption” led by Nuffield FJO Director, Lisa Harker. Discussion facilitated by Nicola McGeown with contributions by Professor Elsbeth Neil, UEA and Michael Wilson, Adoption South East. (online)
[bookmark: _Hlk120783182][bookmark: _Hlk130115565][bookmark: _Hlk41639184]01.02.2022 	“Exploring neurodiversity and the family justice system” facilitated by Jo O’Sullivan, Chair of East Sussex Resolution (one of the co-sponsors of this meeting along with West Sussex Resolution). Discussion led by Dr Penny Hannant from the University of Birmingham and Dr Tish Marrable of the  University of Sussex (online). 
05.05.2022 	“Poverty has become the wallpaper of practice; too big to tackle and too familiar to notice” Discussion led by Professor Brigid Featherstone from Huddersfield University & Lore Riedel (B&HCC) joined by Susan Pierce (SW from B&HCC) and Julia Gasparro (barrister at 1 Pump Court) - online.
15.06.2022 	Compassion fatigue and practitioner wellbeing: supporting compassionate practice through supporting practitioners. Meeting held with the FLBA led by Prof Michelle Lefevre (Sussex University), Rehna Azim (42BR), Camilla Wells and chaired by Pauline Troy (42BR) – online.
13.09.2022 	Alienating Behaviours – discussion was led Karin Courtman and Laura Feichter (WSCC) and facilitated by Natasha Watson (B&HCC) – online.
29.11.2022 	Prisoners and the Family Court (in conjunction with Cafcass) led by Dr Shona Minson (Oxford University) and Denis Byrne from Sussex Prisoners Families and chaired by Lore Riedel (online). 
07.02.2023 	The involvement of children in proceedings (in conjunction with the  Association of Lawyers for Children The conversation was led by Debbie Singleton, Director of Legal Services at NYAS and Victoria Roberts (Coram Chambers) and Chaired by Martin Downs (1COR).

25.04.2023 	The involvement of experts in proceedings – (in conjunction with ESCC). The conversation was led by Dr Sheena Webb, Consultant Clinical Psychologist and chaired by Nicola McGeown (Principal Social Worker)(online).

05.07.2023 	Domestic abuse and lessons from inquests and homicide reviews with Emma-Louise Fenelon (LawPodUK and barrister at 1 Crown Office Row and Dr James Rowlands from Sussex University in discussion with Lore Riedel (B&HCC).
30.10.2023 	Fresh thinking: reunification of families and permanence for children with Josh MacAlister (who presided over the Independent Review of children’s social care) and Melanie Spencer (PSW of WSCC). 
06.02.2024 	Deepening the Culture of Respect with Tom Stibbs (Principal Social Worker, B&HCC) with Francis King (Senior Lecturer at London South Bank University) and Gemma Hope (Family Law Partners).
14.05.2024 	Can we have a problem-solving Court for parents with learning disabilities? Discussion led by Mary Ryan of Nuffield FJO  Reagan Persaud (barrister), Chelsea Walsh (FDAC Practice Manager) – and facilitated by Nicola McGeown (PSW, ESCC). 
02.07.2024 	The experience of children with mental ill-health and those who care for and make decisions with them. Online discussion led by Melanie Spencer (PSW, WSCC) with contributions by Alison Wheeler (B&HCC), Mark Oliver (YESS Service, WSCC) Cara Davies, (WSCC) & Dr Craig McEwan, Consultant Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist, B&HCC 
15.10.2024 	Supporting a Culture of Justice and Candour: Lessons for the family justice system from the Infected Blood, Grenfell Tower and Post Office/Horizon Inquiries Discussion facilitated by Prof Michelle Lefevre  (Sussex University) joined by Natasha Watson (Head of Law at B&HCC) & Dr Robert James (Sussex University) who was a witness at the Infected Blood Inquiry 
09.12.2024 	 Neurodiversity and the Family Justice System (in conjunction with Resolution) -  the discussion was led by Jo O’Sullivan with Flora Hughes and Jasmine Hollis from FLANC (Family Law Advice for the Neurodivergent Community
04.02.2025 	Rethinking domestic abuse (in conjunction with the FLBA). This meeting was chaired by Gemma Taylor KC (42BR). The discussion was led by Prof. Brigid Featherstone  who is leading a project on Rethinking domestic abuse with the Nuffield Foundation and others.
16.06.2025 	Neglect of Children - chaired by Melanie Spencer PSW of WSCC and convenor of FJQC with the discussion led by Dr Lucy Killian, Consultant paediatrician and named doctor for safeguarding, Worthing Hospital 
02.12.2025 	Heading Home (from care). The discussion was led by Katie Smee-Giles (PSW of ESCC) joined by Bridget McDermott (WSCC) and Rebecca Watts (B&HCC).  
03.02.2026 	Child Sexual Abuse; Being Part of the Solution - The discussion was led by Anna Glinski (Deputy Director, Knowledge and Practice Development at the Centre of expertise on Child Sexual Abuse) with Melanie Spencer, PSW of WSCC joined by Jane Willis, (Consultant Clinical Psychologist and Head of Service for Restore Psychological Hub), Philip Groves, (Service Manager and lead of Sexual Harm Forum) - both of WSCC, and Jennie Barnes Practice Manager and Anna Wilson Operations Manager from Swift, ESCC
21.04.2026 	Improving Children’s Experience of Family Time (in person at Brighton Town Hall) - The discussion was led by Penny Coombes - ISW, Family Consultant and Parenting After Parting Practitioner at IRIS Brighton and Sussex Family Solutions, Thomas Brownrigg, Child-Inclusive mediator and Partner at Goodman Ray, Solicitors and Julie McGuinness- Assistant Service Manager for Sussex and Surrey Cafcass. They were joined by 
· Rachel Moran- Family Time Team Manager for East Sussex
· Madeline Hartley- Family Time Team Manager for West Sussex
· Nicola Bloom- Contact Service and Family Group Conference Service Manager for Brighton and Hove
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